The Nomad Arab Camel Breeding Tribes
of the Sudan
the tent and taken round to the back and rested there for
a few minutes. It is buried lying on its right side with
the face turned eastwards towards Mecca and the feet
towards the North. After interment, the grave is
surrounded, if possible, with a thorn or wood palisade
and the water is sprinkled over it. For forty days, or at
least for seven days, the relatives of the deceased make
mourning ("farash"). They sit on mats or carpets in
their tents and receive the sympathy of their friends,
who' make special visits for this purpose, and pronounce
the "fatiha." When the mourning ("farash") is over,
a further sacrifice is made, and people return to their
normal occupations.
General Outlook
The nomad camel-owner is entirely pastoral. His whole
life consists in herding his flocks and looking to their
welfare. In agriculture he has no interest, and he is
inclined to despise the mere tiller of the soil. The nomad
is a dweller in tents and a sojourner in lonely places, so
both his blood and his ideas flow in narrow channels.
Similarly he is a materialist because he is in continual
conflict with nature. In the desert where every man's
hand is against every man and nature is against them all,
it is obvious that there is good soil for the growth of
intense family feeling, and this is increased by the custom
of cousin marriages and the innate conservatism of the
women. Among the camel-breeders, the woman, es-
pecially the mother, exercises a powerful influence and
all this is thrown on the side of tribal tradition and in-
herited custom* So it is not strange that the Arab's
ways lie along a narrow path and that the men folk are
loath to leave this path because they fear their women.
Moreover, although the nomad is more superstitious than
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